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Meet the New Editor

Hello everyone,

My name is Pauline Silk, and I'm delighted to introduce myself as the new Editor of the Leeds
and Broomfield Church and Village News.

Firstly, I'd like to say a heartfelt thank you to Judi Taylor for her incredible dedication over the
past 27 years. Producing a community magazine month after month is no small task, and |
hope | can continue the wonderful work she has done in keeping our churches, villages and
community connected.

A little about me... | grew up in the neighbouring village of Otham and now live in Langley, so
village life has always been a big part of who | am. | love being involved in the local
community and have been fortunate to help organise and support a number of local events
over the years.

| feel incredibly honoured to have been given the opportunity to take on this role and hope |
can do Judi proud. My aim is to build on the strong foundations she has created while
introducing a few fresh ideas along the way.

| hope this magazine continues to be at the heart of our churches and villages - keeping
everyone informed, celebrating the people, organisations and events that make our
community so special, and helping neighbours stay connected.

I'd love this magazine to reflect all aspects of life across our churches and villages, so if you
have a story to share, an event to promote, news from your organisation, or photographs
from community activities, I'd be delighted to hear from you.

Thank you for the warm welcome I've already received. | look forward to getting to know even
more of you through these pages and hope you'll enjoy reading each edition as much as I'll
enjoy putting it together.

Best wishes,

Pauline Silk
Editor



YOUR MAGAZINE, YOUR SAY!

As Leeds & Broomfield Church & Village News gets a little refresh, I'd
love to hear what you would like to see and read in your monthly
magazine.

Your ideas will help me make it interesting, useful and enjoyable for
everyone in our villages.

Would you enjoy regular features such as:
Please tick all that apply.

“From the Village Archives” — old photographs & stories from the past
“Meet a Villager” — getting to know people who live in our community
“‘What’s On” — a monthly diary of local events and activities
“Village Heroes” — celebrating local volunteers, achievements and
community spirit
“Your Photos” — photographs submitted by residents
Recipes & Baking — favourite recipes and local baking
Puzzles & Competitions — something fun to do each month

Is there anything else you would particularly like to see or read?
Do you have any other ideas or suggestions for the magazine?
THANK YOU!

Your feedback will help me shape Church & Village News into a
magazine that really belongs to our whole community.

Please email:
pauline.silk@hotmail.co.uk



NORTH DOWNS TEAM MINISTRY

A great day at Canterbury Cathedral

| wonder what is your most memorable event, maybe surviving the
summer heat, getting married, buying a house or enjoying a wonderful
holiday. Mine certainly includes all of these but | can now add being
ordained. Yes, even in my retirement! Permit me to explain. On Saturday
4th July at Canterbury Cathedral, along with twelve others, | was ordained
as Deacon to serve as an Assistant Curate.

A Deacon is someone who serves God, the Church and the Community
which includes bringing to the Church the needs and hopes of all the
people. My area of service is the Castle Churches Benefice which
includes Otham, Langley, Leeds, Broomfield and Kingswood.

During the Ordination Service, Bishop Rose (Bishop of Dover) laid hands
on each of the candidates and said, ‘Send down the Holy Spirit on your
servant ... for the office and work of a Deacon in your Church.’ An
experience | shall never forget! The cathedral was full of ministers, family
and friends and | am so grateful for their support and prayers over many
years as | have discerned this calling to ministry.

There is a verse in the bible where Jesus says, ‘| have come that they
may have life and have it to the full (John 10:10).” This verse illustrates
what it means to be a Christian in experiencing the full life that Jesus has
to offer, at every stage of our lives including retirement! Before the
ceremony, all of us being ordained spent three days at Canterbury
Cathedral Lodge, and the surrounding precincts.



For nearly two days we experienced a silent retreat, which provided a
time of reflection before the Ordination Service. The worship song ‘Be
still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here’ was very much in
my mind during this time as | was encouraged to embrace the silence.

Our lives can be so busy and it was a wonderful opportunity to take time
out in this way. In the creation story in the book of Genesis, we read that
‘On the seventh day God rested from all his work. Then God blessed the
seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all that he
had done’, giving us a pattern of living with the importance of rest. We
have been reading recently in our churches Matthew’s gospel and the
miracles of Jesus feeding 5,000 people and walking on water at the Sea
of Galilee. It is interesting to note that before these supernatural events,
Jesus went up a mountain to be with his heavenly Father and pray. If
Jesus needed to take time out and pray, what makes us think that we
don’t need to. It doesn’t have to be up a mountain but anywhere where
we can be still before our heavenly Father and pray.

| do hope and pray that you have had some rest over the summer
months and look forward to meeting you in my role as Deacon.

With every blessing Rev Peter Roberts — kingswoodchurch@outlook.com
Assistant Curate,

Castle Churches Benefice
6



Church Services in September

6 Sept

Services 9.30am

9.30am

11.00am
11.00am
11.00am

13 Sept
Services

Trinity 15

9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
3.30pm

20 Sept

Services 9.30am

9.30am

11.00am
11.00am
11.00am

27 Sept  Trinity 17

Services 9.30am

10.00am
11.00am
11.00am

Trinity 16

Otham

Leeds
Hollingbourne
Langley
Kingswood

Otham
Hollingbourne
Langley
Kingswood
Broomfield

Otham

Leeds
Hollingbourne
Langley
Kingswood

Otham

Leeds & Langley

Kingswood
Hollingbourne

Creation in Christ or Trinity 14

Holy Communion
Morning Celebration
Eucharist

Morning Celebration
Café Service

Morning Worship

Morning prayer

Morning Celebration

Methodist — Morning Celebration
Afternoon Worship with Holy
Communion

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Eucharist

Holy Communion

Baptist — Morning Celebration

Holy Communion
Café Church @ Leeds
Holy Communion
Morning prayer



This Month’s Duties

St Nicholas St Margaret’s
War Memorial Flowers Readers
Mrs J Dabbs Helen Christine Oakland

Brass & Silver

Church Cleaning
Vacant

Mr & Mrs Bowman-Taylor

Parish Administrator

If you need help with dates for church weddings, christenings or any
other church services before a new Vicar is appointed, please
contact our Parish Administrator Tracey Pavan on 07516 159879

or email Ibkchurches@gmail.com and Tracey will endeavour to help

= N G € R..S
Come and Have a Go at
St Nicholas’ Church in Leeds
(One of the few churches in England with 10 bells)
Interested?
If you’re an adult or a child over 9 years old

Contact Andrew Saunders
07948 715268




Leeds Parish Council

The next full meeting will be on Tuesday, 1st September 2026 at
7.00pm in Leeds Village Hall. All residents are welcome.

The Council is in summer recess but Councillors and the Parish
Clerk continue to monitor key village areas including the church car
park, street lighting, play area, and general maintenance.

For any issues before the next meeting, contact the Parish Clerk:
Email: clerk@leedsparishcouncil.gov.uk
Tel: (01634) 867173
For news and alerts: www.leedskent.org.uk
Mrs S Babington
Parish Clerk, Leeds Parish Council

LEEDS VILLAGE

=
rd

: /& Hi viz Vests
ME17 1RU (/t | Pickers

! \‘ Bags Provided 1

Contact Mel Comins @ /
07811 217821 pisce counls
—

A if you can help out :
L Let's work together to keep Leeds a.clean and. beautiful place D N
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Make a diary note — o
a great way to spend an afternoon ﬁl‘ﬂ
or evening CRICKET CLUB

Apologies for keeping this to ourselves for so long, but there is
nothing better on a spring or summer afternoon or evening than
overlooking the beautiful Leeds Castle estate and the North
Downs while enjoying a cup of tea or coffee, or perhaps a glass of
beer or wine.

Whether you're interested in cricket or not, it's a wonderful place
to relax and unwind.

With the strongest junior section in Kent cricket, there’s far more
to the club than adult matches.

Our First Xl is currently among the top 40 clubs in the county, and
we have teams across all junior age groups, as well as a growing
section for women and girls. Quality coaching and a fun,
welcoming atmosphere create an encouraging environment for
players of all ages and abilities.

"Dom Smith
explaining
how he got
his first 100
of the
season!"




Off the field, a dedicated team of parents, volunteers and friends work hard to
maintain and improve our facilities while ensuring we meet modern
safeguarding standards.

We are currently working towards replacing our ageing pavilion to meet the
requirements of today’s leagues, with valued support from Councillors Gill Fort
and Gary Cooke as we pursue funding for this important project.

Leeds Castle continues to be a supportive landlord in many ways (although
they do not provide funding for the club).

The ground is located in Burberry Lane, Leeds, with free parking on site. It's
also easily accessible via the many public footpaths linking the villages of Leeds
and Broomfield.

Please do come along and see us.

If you have skills, experience or contacts that could help the club achieve its
ambitions, we’d love to hear from you. Whether you know about maintaining a
cricket ground, are a handyman, electrician or mechanic, or simply have some
spare time to volunteer, you would be made very welcome.

LEEDS & BROOMFIELD CRICKET CLUB

Glenn Aitken
glenn8ken@gmail.com

W Orofls ¢ {oughs

BRING YOUR PROJECTS & JOIN Us
EVERY SUNDAY AT 10AM!

CRAFTING, COFFEE, CARE & COMMUNITY

LEMHAMN GARMHENS, UPPER ST, LEEDS, MEIT IRE

See you There!
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Weald of Kent Rotary and
Alternate Shadows invite
you to enjoy (and maybe
solve) a Murder Mystery.
for 7:30pm
Come as a team (up to 6) .
or individually Headcorn Village Hall

Tickets £10 from
/

(f tmyurl com/WealdMurderMystery

ors/(;um‘l_B

MURDER
THEY WROTE

Justice never truly dies

www.thealternateshadows.co.uk www.wealdofkentrotary.org.uk
alternateshadowsmedway@gmail.com secretary@wealdofkentrotary.org.uk




Ride and Stride

0O
CYCLISTS, WALKERS
AND DOG-WALKERS!

Friends of Kent Churches

annual bike ride and walk will take place

Saturday 12th September
This is the day when we invite walkers, hikers, bike riders and
horse riders to undertake a sponsored tour around as many
Kent churches as they can. Choose your own route and
“clock-in” at the churches as you go round.

Sponsorship forms can be obtained from
Christine Oakland

07925 500756
Or downloaded from:kentrideandstride.co.uk

Half of the sponsorship money raised goes to Friends of Kent Churches to
maintain the structures of the many ancient church buildings throughout Kent
— which can be and indeed in recent years has been used for a grant to one

of our local churches. The other half goes to maintain your local village
church. So get a sponsorship form and start planning your route.

13



LEEDS ¥4 CASTLE

What an extraordinary summer it has been. After complaining
about seemingly endless rain earlier in the year, we have certainly
experienced the other extreme over recent months, with prolonged
periods of very hot and dry weather. The drought has presented its
own challenges across the Estate, particularly for our Gardens and
Grounds teams, who have worked incredibly hard to care for the
gardens and wider landscape through some very difficult
conditions. | suspect many of you have been facing similar
challenges in your own gardens!

Despite the heat, it has been a very busy summer at Leeds Castle.
Families have spent the school holidays exploring our Little
People, BIG DREAMS trail, discovering the stories of 12
extraordinary women from Marie Curie and Agatha Christie to
Mary Earps and Emmeline Pankhurst. It has been lovely to see
children engaging with their stories and, hopefully, leaving the
Estate with a few big dreams of their own.

We also welcomed thousands of motoring enthusiasts for Motors
by the Moat in August, with hundreds of vehicles on display across
the Estate alongside live entertainment and driving displays. It is
always a very different weekend at Leeds Castle and wonderful to
see such a diverse collection of vehicles against the rather
unusual backdrop of a 900-year old Castle.

14



As the school summer holidays come to an end, our annual
Sculpture Trail has returned to the Estate and will run throughout
September. Sculptures created by a range of talented artists have
been positioned around the gardens and grounds, creating some
unexpected encounters as you explore. One of the pleasures of the
trail is seeing contemporary art sitting within this historic landscape,
and perhaps discovering corners of the Estate you might otherwise
walk straight past.

September may only just mark the beginning of autumn, but behind
the scenes our thoughts are already turning towards Christmas. We
were delighted, earlier this summer, to announce that Wallace &
Gromit will be coming to Leeds Castle for Christmas 2026.

The Castle will be transformed for a brand-new festive experience
featuring the much loved Aardman characters, and preparations
are already well underway to bring everything to life ahead of
opening in November. We are tremendously excited about the
partnership and look forward to sharing much more over the
coming months.

Before Christmas arrives, of course, we have a busy autumn
ahead. October Half Term will see Horrible Histories return to
Leeds Castle for a new Halloween adventure, followed by our
annual Fireworks Spectacular in November.

For now, we hope September brings slightly gentler weather and
perhaps even some much-needed rain. It is a lovely time to enjoy
the Estate as the summer crowds begin to ease and the first signs
of autumn gradually appear across the landscape.

With best wishes
Helen Bonser-Wilton Chief Executive, Leeds Castle

15



Leeds Village Hall Needs You!

Volunteers Wanted!

Join our friendly Village Hall committee and help keep this
community space thriving.

What's involved?
* One-hour meeting every two months
* Help with running the hall
* Occasional fundraising (as much or as little as suits you)

No experience needed — just a little of your time.
Get in touch:
Jane
B 01622 863481

leedsvh@gmail.com

"A little time can make a big difference to our village."

Leeds and Broomfield School

| hope everyone has had a lovely summer holiday
and managed to keep cool.
| look forward to welcoming everyone back to Leeds
and Broomfield school on 3rd September and
hearing all about their adventures over the summer.
Mrs Steer
Head teacher

16
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QUIZ: pigst!:

SATURDAY 10™ OCTOBER 2026

...............................................................................

® 7.00 FOR 7.30 PM ®©

s P 1w %

TEAMSOF : £5ATICKET ; BRINGYOUR : TEASAND :  pappp

FOUR TO SIX PER PERSON : OWN DRINKS COFFEES

| AND NIBBLES : AVAILABLE
¥ + # SMALL DONATION -

PAY BY
cARD OR tasn | B (63

TO BOOK e RING JANE ON I OR EMAIL
A TABLE 01622 863481 Leedsvh@gmail.com

LEEDS & BROOMFIELD MEMORIAL HALL

LOWER STREET, LEEDS, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1RL

IN AID OF LEEDS & BROOMFIELD WAR MEMORIAL HALL

* CHARITY NO. 252115 »
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* JOB,. *

LEEDS AMATEER DRAMATICS

> PANTO OPEN DAY <

SUNDAY 6™ SEPTEMBER 2024

2PM - 5PM

VENUE: PARKING
LEEDS VILLAGE HALL AT THE CHURCH

LOWER STREET, PLEASE USE THE CAR PARK
LEEDS VILLAGE AT ST NICHOLAS CHURCH,
(NEAR TO THE GEORGE PH) LEEDS VILLAGE
EVERYONE WELCOME! THANK YOU!

* NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! x

~ Ju&t&m@% meel the leam -
P WWW/ ~

We need help with costumes, set building, painting,
acting, curtains, lighting, sound, backstago,
treasurer and refreshments.

MAKE MEMORIES % MAKE FRIENDS % MAKE MAGIC
ALL AGES WELCOME!




Update from Helen Whately MP

Another hot summer and just like clockwork, we had another hosepipe ban to
go with it. Water outages and hosepipe bans are becoming the new normal
for us in Kent.

Three times in the last year hundreds of my constituents were left without
water for days on end.

Households had the choice of buying water from the supermarket - until they
ran out - or travelling miles to far flung distribution points.

Businesses were left in the lurch,
forced to cancel bookings and
close their premises.

Livestock owners spent hours
filling up water containers, relying
on friends outside the outage
areas.

Helen talking to Dargate businesses at
Lamberhurst Farm about recent water outages

In the UK we expect to be able to turn on the tap and get drinkable water, it
doesn't seem a lot to ask. But no longer.

My instinct is generally to look for an answer rather than pinning blame on an
individual. But this has been different. Last year David Hinton, the Chief
Executive of South East Water promised he would fix the problems —
especially with the poor emergency response. Except for livestock, which he
told me was not a priority. | disagreed.

Then we had the next outage, and none of the problems had been fixed.
20



That’s when | called for the Chief Executive to go. | had lost all confidence

in him. He showed no sign of caring about the impact of water outages on

households, businesses or farmers. And there was no reason to believe he
would fix the problems.

It took a while, including several debates in Parliament, but eventually he got
the message and resigned.

Since his departure, | have held two meetings with South East Water — one
with local businesses and one with livestock owners.

The livestock meeting was encouraging. South East Water staff listened and
sounded concerned. They have set up a livestock register for people with
larger animals like horses. You can find this by searching for ‘South East
Water agricultural community’.

At the business meeting we discussed the loss of revenue they have suffered
as well as extra costs. | have pushed for more compensation. No answer as
yet — so | will follow this up with the new Chief Executive. We also discussed
better back-up supplies of water for businesses in the event of outages.

New leadership at the top of South East Water gives us an opportunity to
influence the future direction of the company. That is why | am asking for
your views. | would be grateful if you could take a few moments to complete
the survey on my website by searching ‘Helen Whately Water survey’.

| will collate all the feedback and take this to the new Chief Executive, John
Halsall, so he can take your views into account as he shapes the future
direction of the company.

Best wishes,
Helen
helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk / 0207 219 6472
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A WELL- DRESSER'S APPRENTICE

You may have seen the floral decoration above the well at Saint Margaret's
Church in Broomfield and thought 'l wonder how they do that, and why?'

Some time ago Bill Waters, a Church Army Captain, came from Derbyshire
to Kingswood, bringing the idea of a Well Dressing here. It is common
there, but we are possibly the only place in Kent to make such a decoration
over the well, which would have been so important to inhabitants of the
area 100 years ago.

It does make us unique and thus is important to continue, so if you would
like to learn more about how it is done, to continue this tradition in the

future, please give me a ring on 01622 843431.

Beryl Andrew

Could you spare 2 days a month?
We’re looking for someone to take over
the Magazine Distribution Organiser Role.

It's a great opportunity to help your community!

As Magazine Distribution Organiser, you'll support the church and village

by ensuring that the magazine is reaching all our villagers.

Just two days a month can make a big impact. Interested?
Contact Humphrey at 01622 861624

22



For Your Diary

Sept 1st

5th
6th

10th
12th
16th
18th
18th

Oct ;4
10th

Leeds Parish Council Meet : Village Hall - 7pm

Farmers Market : Ledian Gardens - 10am - 2PM

LADS Panto Open Day : Village Hall - 2-5pm (see P19)
Leeds W.I. Meet : Village Hall - 7.30pm

Ride & Stride : See page 13

Craft & Natter : Village Hall - 11am

Murder Mystery : Headcorn Village Hall - 7pm (see P12)
Langley Quiz night : Langley Village Hall - 7pm

Leeds Village Litter Pick - 10am - see page 9
Leeds Quiz Night : Leeds Village Hall - 7.15pm (see page 18)

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the opinions of the Editor or
Publisher. Whilst every care is taken to present the articles with an innocent opinion, the
Editor and Publisher take no responsibility for any effects the articles or advertising
features may cause.

THIS MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED BY THE LEEDS AND BROOMFIELD PAROCHIAL CHURCH
COUNCIL © Magazine Copyright Leeds & Broomfield PCC 2026
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INSPIRING WOMEN
It’s not what you think!’

We are a small, perfectly-formed, friendly group of local
women, who meet in Leeds Village Hall on the second
Thursday of the month.

Yes, we do eat cake. Yes we do drink tea.
But we also laugh a lot, learn a lot and go out a lot.
Meeting Coming up:
Thursday 10th September 2026

All welcome. Non-members:£4.50
7.30pm. Leeds Village Hall

Join our FacebookPage @LeedsWI
Email us at: leedsvillagewi@gmail.com
Or call Lois Hurst on 01622 861601

LEEDS CRAFT AND NATTER GROUP
WEDNESDAY 16th September 2026

LEEDS VILLAGE HALL 11am-1pm

A hot drink and biscuits will be provided
Cost £3.50 to cover costs

For more details please contact
S
Jane Newsome 07508 559558 J

24




LEEDS VILLAGE HALL RSSO LA g2
Avai . Foot Health Practitioners
vailable at competitive rates for Mobile Foot Health Professional
WEDDINGS - PARTIES - Service in the comfort of your own

MEETINGS home

Max Capacity 216
TREATMENTS
Telephone :01622 863481
0 Corns & calluses

www.leedsvillagehall-kent.co.uk R EEII
U Cracked heels

0 Diabetic/High RiskFoot

Care
\ , 0 Ingrown toe nails

s 0 Thickened fungal nails
= 0 Toe nail cutting and care
Verrucas
Gemma Wallace
Friendly Professional hairdresser

Level 3 Qualified Mobile 07500 041535
15 years top Salon Experience sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk
Fully Insured
07759 274176 www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk

Facebook.com/gemhairdesigns

Want to advertise with us?
Call 01622 862316

Reach your local
community

25
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PROUDTO BE
SERVINGTHE @
COMMUNITY

SINCE1965 é

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral
Directors, serving the local community with
compassion and the highest standards of WG rford Com pUte rs
service and professionalism. Technology made easy
With our 24-hour emergency service,
we are only a telephone call away.

At the earliest stage possible, you will speak Com putel‘ PrOblemS?

AW.COURT

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

directly with one of our experienced Funeral Any computer related issues
Directors, who will be there to help, support and
guide you through the whole of the funeral process Contact Dean on
Golden Charter 4 07722 293187
Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, Maidstone, Kent ME17 2AP. info@warford-computers.co.uk
01622 850840
Email-cnquirics@awcourt.com Website— E No le NO FEE No C'ALL
www.awcourt.com % OUT CHARG E
A.W. Court is a Trading D‘”‘s;‘?;ﬁ‘smi‘,%;,Cg‘e‘ﬁh‘a‘n.“‘,“ﬁfgei"ém“?%’%%{‘? £ 40 P E R H o U R

@ | Thorneloe & Co

solicitors « since 1989
PART OF HALLETT & CO

Estoblished in 1989, Thomeloe & Co built o strong reputotion for providing trusted legal
odwice with o personal, client-focused opproach. Foillowing its merger with Hollett & Co in
2018, the Lenham office has continued to offer the same high stondords of legal expertise,
combining local knowledge with the resowrces of o long-established firm to support
individuals ond businesses goross the community.

Residential & Commercial Conveyancing - Agricultural Law
Company & Commercial Advice - Probate, Wills & LPAs
WIill & Trust Disputes - Personal Injury - Family Law - Employment Law
Property Disputes - Civil Litigation - Debt Recovery

www.hallettandco.co.uk
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Heritage Building Services Ltd

Professional local Kingswood builder

Over thirty years’ experience— extensions, renovations and
alterations, fireplaces, roofing, soffit, fascias and guttering,

patios and walls, fencing, block paved drives, ground- work
and much more...

Free, honest estimates

Paul Bowman 07731974 548 | 1 01622 298532

CARPETS

SUPPLY & FITTING SERVICE WITH HOME SELECTION

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

ALAN POULTON
TEL 01622 843019

%__ BOB PAINTBRUSH
Internal Painting
Wallpapering
General Repairs

07892 713900
bobpaintbrush@icloud.com
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SERVICE STATION

WHY PAY MAIN DEALER PRICES?
Servicing & MOT for all makes & models of

K.W.J. cars/vans (up to 3500kg)
Air-conditioning serviced & regassed
50 CHARLESFORD
AVENUE Tyres, Exhausts, Clutches, Tracking,
Cambelts
KINGSWOOD Under the new EU Directive you do
ME17 3PH not have to have your new vehicle

maintained at a main dealership —

I am open Wed’ Thurs’ you still keep your warranty

Friday 9'5pm Loan car available while your vehicle is
and Satu rday 9-1 Ppm being repaired or serviced
Cost £10 Call us today on
Please ring for an 01622 842445
appointment (OmeTtShSeézic? fS;ation )
n the Lenham out o INgsSwoo
KEN JURY on 07521 Ulcombe Hill, Ulcombe,
289406 Maidstone, ME17 1DJ
OWER PLANT SER Harrietsham
ol: 01622 890046 Computers
Computer Problems? Need an upgrade
PA AR A\DIGOIN\RNVA or a new machine?
ARD 3P Just want some extra tuition?
Ope o 3:30a3 0b For local, friendly, experienced help,
1t 8:30a 5 call Mike Cuerden on 01622 859442
A . SEPAIRS ~ PAR 0r07963020092
P owers, Ride o owe 5= Nocall out fee,
B e ater Pumps, Hedge = reasonable rates
ers and ore Private &

Commercial work

28



J.J. AULT

ICS Member - Fully Insured N.C.H.,S.C.C.,Arb.

Chimney Sweep Tree Surgeon
For Professional
Arboricultural Services
PeterWalsh jeremyault@btinternet.com

01622 880058/07805 6. 18 Telephone: 01622 858002
958/07895 6453 Climbing to the top since 1978

RART OF

FOUR JAYS GROUP ﬁ‘%
HEATHCOTE

HOLDINGS

YOUR LOCAL HIRE SPECIALISTS

FOR EVENTS Luxury trailer toilets, single event toilets, showers, chillers and
generators

FOR SHORT OR LONG TERM HIRE Toilets, showers, welfare units, canteens,
offices and storage containers

CESSPIT, SEPTIC TANK & KLARGESTER EMPTYING SERVICE

Prompt, reliable delivery & collection services
Flexible rental periods to suit any event or project duration

01622 843135 fourjays.co.uk enquiries@fourjays.co.uk

Helen Whately MP

Member of Parliament for Faversham and Mid Kent.

| work for you. If you have a problem you think | can help you
with, please contact me.

House of Commons
London, SW1A 0AA
0207 2196472
helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk

www.helenwhately.org.uk
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OSTEOPATHY & PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
BASED IN LEEDS VILLAGE

Treatments We Offer
Osteopathy &Z '

Medical Acupuncture
Physiotherapy

Massage Therapy <
Reflexology
Postnatal Check (Mummy MOT)

{

SN

WWW.LEDIANHEALTHHUB.CO.UK  CALL US: 01622 427580
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1z,
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-All Pe s Problemys.No Job Too Small.

Wasps. Squirrels. Fores. Rats. Mice.
Rabbits. Antsr And Bugs

CAW: 0735 05'1 3772061
01622 862507

Supporting Maidsone and the surrounding arca
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12PM — 2PM | 6PM-7PM

Contact us on 01622 948500

*Special board items only

Ledian Gardens
Upper St
MEI7 1RZ




LEEDS Y4 CASTLE

KENT ENGLAND

y

SCULPTURE TRAIL

29" August - 4" October

OUTDOOR EXHIBITION UNIQUE SCULPTURES

*Images shown are highlights from previous Leeds Castle sculpture trails.

INCLUDED IN YOUR ADMISSION TICKET
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	A great day at Canterbury Cathedral
	For nearly two days we experienced a silent retreat, which provided a time of reflection before the Ordination Service. The worship song ‘Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here’ was very much in my mind during this time as I was encouraged to embrace the silence.
	Our lives can be so busy and it was a wonderful opportunity to take time out in this way. In the creation story in the book of Genesis, we read that ‘On the seventh day God rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all that he had done’, giving us a pattern of living with the importance of rest. We have been reading recently in our churches Matthew’s gospel and the miracles of Jesus feeding 5,000 people and walking on water at the Sea of Galilee. It is interesting to note that before these supernatural events, Jesus went up a mountain to be with his heavenly Father and pray. If Jesus needed to take time out and pray, what makes us think that we don’t need to. It doesn’t have to be up a mountain but anywhere where we can be still before our heavenly Father and pray.
	I do hope and pray that you have had some rest over the summer months and look forward to meeting you in my role as Deacon.
	With every blessing Rev Peter Roberts – kingswoodchurch@outlook.com Assistant Curate,
	Castle Churches Benefice
	Leeds Parish Council
	Make a diary note –
	a great way to spend an afternoon or evening
	LEEDS & BROOMFIELD CRICKET CLUB
	Weald of Kent Rotary and Alternate Shadows invite you to enjoy (and maybe solve) a Murder Mystery.
	Come as a team (up to 6) or individually
	As the school summer holidays come to an end, our annual Sculpture Trail has returned to the Estate and will run throughout September. Sculptures created by a range of talented artists have been positioned around the gardens and grounds, creating some unexpected encounters as you explore. One of the pleasures of the trail is seeing contemporary art sitting within this historic landscape, and perhaps discovering corners of the Estate you might otherwise walk straight past.
	September may only just mark the beginning of autumn, but behind the scenes our thoughts are already turning towards Christmas. We were delighted, earlier this summer, to announce that Wallace & Gromit will be coming to Leeds Castle for Christmas 2026.
	The Castle will be transformed for a brand-new festive experience featuring the much loved Aardman characters, and preparations are already well underway to bring everything to life ahead of opening in November. We are tremendously excited about the partnership and look forward to sharing much more over the coming months.
	Before Christmas arrives, of course, we have a busy autumn ahead. October Half Term will see Horrible Histories return to Leeds Castle for a new Halloween adventure, followed by our annual Fireworks Spectacular in November.
	For now, we hope September brings slightly gentler weather and perhaps even some much-needed rain. It is a lovely time to enjoy the Estate as the summer crowds begin to ease and the first signs of autumn gradually appear across the landscape.
	With best wishes
	Helen Bonser-Wilton Chief Executive, Leeds Castle
	Update from Helen Whately MP
	Another hot summer and just like clockwork, we had another hosepipe ban to go with it. Water outages and hosepipe bans are becoming the new normal for us in Kent.
	Three times in the last year hundreds of my constituents were left without water for days on end.
	Households had the choice of buying water from the supermarket - until they ran out - or travelling miles to far flung distribution points.
	Businesses were left in the lurch, forced to cancel bookings and close their premises.
	Livestock owners spent hours filling up water containers, relying on friends outside the outage areas.
	In the UK we expect to be able to turn on the tap and get drinkable water, it doesn't seem a lot to ask. But no longer.
	My instinct is generally to look for an answer rather than pinning blame on an individual. But this has been different. Last year David Hinton, the Chief Executive of South East Water promised he would fix the problems – especially with the poor emergency response. Except for livestock, which he told me was not a priority. I disagreed.
	Then we had the next outage, and none of the problems had been fixed.

	That’s when I called for the Chief Executive to go. I had lost all confidence in him. He showed no sign of caring about the impact of water outages on households, businesses or farmers. And there was no reason to believe he would fix the problems.
	It took a while, including several debates in Parliament, but eventually he got the message and resigned.
	Since his departure, I have held two meetings with South East Water – one with local businesses and one with livestock owners.
	The livestock meeting was encouraging. South East Water staff listened and sounded concerned. They have set up a livestock register for people with larger animals like horses. You can find this by searching for ‘South East Water agricultural community’.
	At the business meeting we discussed the loss of revenue they have suffered as well as extra costs. I have pushed for more compensation. No answer as yet – so I will follow this up with the new Chief Executive. We also discussed better back-up supplies of water for businesses in the event of outages.
	New leadership at the top of South East Water gives us an opportunity to influence the future direction of the company. That is why I am asking for your views. I would be grateful if you could take a few moments to complete the survey on my website by searching ‘Helen Whately Water survey’.
	I will collate all the feedback and take this to the new Chief Executive, John Halsall, so he can take your views into account as he shapes the future direction of the company.
	Best wishes,
	Helen
	helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk / 0207 219 6472
	Sept
	Leeds Parish Council Meet : Village Hall - 7pm
	1st
	Farmers Market : Ledian Gardens - 10am - 2PM

	5th
	6th
	LADS Panto Open Day : Village Hall - 2-5pm (see P19)

	10th
	Leeds W.I. Meet : Village Hall - 7.30pm

	12th
	Ride & Stride : See page 13

	16th
	Craft & Natter : Village Hall - 11am

	18th
	Murder Mystery : Headcorn Village Hall - 7pm (see P12)

	18th
	Langley Quiz night : Langley Village Hall - 7pm


	Oct
	3rd
	10th
	Leeds Village Litter Pick - 10am - see page 9
	Leeds Quiz Night : Leeds Village Hall - 7.15pm (see page 18)
	The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the opinions of the Editor or Publisher. Whilst every care is taken to present the articles with an innocent opinion, the Editor and Publisher take no responsibility for any effects the articles or advertising features may cause.

	PROUDTO BE SERVINGTHE COMMUNITY SINCE1965

	Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors, serving the local community with
	compassion and the highest standards of
	service and professionalism.
	With our 24-hour emergency service,
	we are only a telephone call away.
	At the earliest stage possible, you will speak
	directly with one of our experienced Funeral
	Directors, who will be there to help, support and
	guide you through the whole of the funeral process.
	Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, Maidstone, Kent ME17 2AP.


	01622 850840
	Email–enquiries@awcourt.com Website–www.awcourt.com
	OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

	ALAN POULTON
	TEL 01622 843019
	BOB PAINTBRUSH
	Internal Painting Wallpapering General Repairs


	07892 713900
	bobpaintbrush@icloud.com
	C A R P E T S
	K.W.J.
	50 CHARLESFORD AVENUE
	KINGSWOOD
	ME17 3PH
	I am open Wed, Thurs,
	Friday 9-5pm
	and Saturday 9-1pm
	Cost £10
	Please ring for an
	appointment
	KEN JURY on 07521
	289406
	SUNPATCH FARM,HEADCORN RD,
	SMARDEN,TN27 8PJ
	Open: Mon-Fri 8:30am – 5:30pm,
	Sat 8:30am–1pm
	SALES ~ SERVICE ~REPAIRS ~ PARTS Push Mowers, Ride on Mowers, Brush Cutters, Water Pumps, Hedge Trimmers and much more


	Call us today on
	01622 842445
	Wents Service Station
	Ulcombe Hill, Ulcombe,
	Maidstone, ME17 1DJ



	Harrietsham
	Computers
	Computer Problems? Need an upgrade or a new machine?
	Just want some extra tuition?
	For local, friendly, experienced help,
	01622 859442
	call Mike Cuerden on

	or07963020092
	Telephone: 01622 858002
	ICS Member - Fully Insured
	Chimney Sweep
	PeterWalsh

	01622 880958/07895 645318

	Helen Whately MP
	Member of Parliament for Faversham and Mid Kent.
	I work for you. If you have a problem you think I can help you
	with, please contact me.
	House of Commons
	London, SW1A 0AA
	0207 219 6472 helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk
	www.helenwhately.org.uk
	12PM – 2PM | 6PM-7PM


	EVERY
	Wednesday
	FREE
	BUY 1 GET 1
	BOOK A TABLE NOW!





