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From the Editor

MAGAZINE MATERIAL
Please email copy for the magazine by 12th of the month to the Editor, Pauline Silk.

Email: pauline.silk@hotmail.co.uk
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November has arrived, bringing
darker evenings, chilly mornings
and that familiar feeling that winter
is just around the corner. I think
we’ll soon be reaching for the
heating switches!

I’m really settling into my new role
as editor and thoroughly enjoying
discovering more about the people,
groups and organisations that bring  
Leeds and Broomfield to life.

I recently had a wonderful chat with
Derek from Broomfield, hearing all
about his life and many years of
history in the village. It’s fascinating
to learn about the people and
stories that make our villages so
special.

I love the excitement of Bonfire
Night, although my dog definitely
doesn’t share my enthusiasm! The
loud bangs can be frightening for
our pets, so let’s remember our
four-legged friends and make sure
they’re safe and settled.

November is also a time for
remembrance. Leeds and
Broomfield Primary School will hold
a Remembrance Assembly at St
Nicholas Church, Leeds Village, on
Friday 6th November at 9am.
All welcome.

The church is also being beautifully
decorated with crocheted poppies,
lovingly made by local craft groups
and the children at our school — a
wonderful example of our
community coming together.

Thank you to everyone who
contributes articles, photographs,
events and stories to the magazine.
Please keep them coming! I'd also
love to hear your thoughts on the
magazine. What would you like to
see more of, and is there anything
you feel doesn't belong? Your
feedback will help me make it as
interesting and relevant as possible
for everyone in our villages.

So, grab a cuppa (coffee in my
case!), settle down and enjoy this
month’s magazine. I hope you find
something that makes you smile,
brings back a memory or inspires
you to discover something new on
your doorstep.

Thank you, for your continued
support.

Happy November!

Pauline
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Could you spare 2 days a month?
We’re looking for someone to take over 

the Magazine  Distribution Organiser Role.

It's a great opportunity to help your community! 
As Magazine Distribution Organiser, you'll support the church and
village by ensuring that the magazine is reaching all our villagers. 

Just two days a month can make a big impact. Interested? 

Contact Pauline: pauline.silk@hotmail.co.uk / 07917 105460

                YOUR MAGAZINE, YOUR SAY!

As I continue to develop Leeds & Broomfield Church & Village
News, I’d love to hear what you think!

📰 Meet the Villager – Have you enjoyed getting to know our local
residents? Would you like more interviews?

📸 Local Stories & Photos – Would you like more village history,
old photographs or stories from residents?

🌿 New Features – Would you enjoy gardening tips, recipes, local
achievements or more puzzles and competitions?

💬 Your Honest Opinion – What do you enjoy most about the
magazine? Is there anything you don’t like or would prefer to see
less of?

Have an idea for something new? I’d love to hear it!
Your feedback will help make our magazine something the whole
community can enjoy.

📧 Email Pauline: pauline.silk@hotmail.co.uk

Thank you for helping to shape YOUR village magazine!

mailto:pauline.silk@hotmail.co.uk
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November has always seemed to me
a month that encourages us to slow
down.The bright colours of autumn
begin to fade, the evenings draw in,
and many of the trees stand quietly,
letting their leaves fall. Walking
through the countryside at this time of
year, it is hard not to notice the
change. What was full and vibrant
only a few weeks ago now appears
bare and vulnerable.

Yet the trees are not dying. They are
preparing.By letting go of their leaves,
they conserve their strength for the
winter months ahead. Beneath the
surface, life continues unseen. The
promise of spring is already there,
hidden from view.I wonder if there is a
lesson for us in that.

All of us carry things that become
burdens: worries about those we love,
disappointments we cannot change,
old hurts that are difficult to forgive, or
regrets that still linger. We hold on to
them because they feel familiar, even
when they weigh us down.

Jesus often invited people to do
something different. He encouraged
them to place their trust in God and to
bring their burdens to him. Sometimes
faith is not about doing more;
sometimes it is about learning to let
go. Letting go of anxiety. Letting go of
resentment. Letting go of the need to
control everything ourselves.

November is also a month of
remembrance. On Remembrance
Sunday, we honour those who gave
so much in the service of others.

Many of us will also think of family
members and friends we have loved
and lost. Their absence can still be
keenly felt, especially as the year
draws towards its end.

Yet remembrance is not simply about
looking backwards. It is also about
gratitude. We give thanks for lives that
touched ours, for sacrifices made on
our behalf, and for love that continues
to shape us even when someone is no
longer physically present.

For Christians, remembrance is
always accompanied by hope. We
believe that God remains faithful
through every season of life. Just as
winter is not the end of the tree's
story, difficult times are not the end of
ours.

Perhaps this November we can take a
little time to pause, to be thankful, and
to release something that has become
a burden. We can trust that even
when we cannot see what lies ahead,
God is still at work.

The trees, quietly shedding their
leaves, remind us of a simple truth:
letting go is not always a sign of loss.
Sometimes it is an act of faith.

"To everything there is a season, and
a time for every matter under heaven."
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)

May this November bring each of us
peace, comfort and hope.

Kind regards,
Peter Callway, Area Dean
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Church Services in November 

Date Time Church Service

1 Nov Services All Saints Day

9.30am Otham Holy Communion 

9.30am Leeds Morning Celebration

11.00am Langley Morning Celebration 

11.00am Kingswood Cafe Church

8 Nov Services Remembrance Sunday
9.30am Otham Holy Communion (short)

10.50am Langley Morning Celebration/
Remembrance

11.00am
 Peter Pease

Memorial/
Kingswood Hall

15 Nov Services Second before Advent
9.30am Otham Holy Communion

11.00am Langley Holy Communion

11.00am Kingswood Morning Worship / AGM

22 Nov Services Christ The King
9.30am Otham Holy Communion

10.00am Leeds with
Langley No Café Church 

11.00am Kingswood Communion Service

3.30pm Broomfield Remembrance Service

Leeds9.30am Holy Communion

Service readings can be found at: www.churchofengland.org

10.45am Otham Memorial Remembrance Service

29 Nov
Advent Sunday

Joint Castle Churches Advent
Service with Holy Communion

“God’s Story of Hope”

10.00am Langley

Remembrance Service



 God's Story of Hope - Castle Churches
Advent Service 

As we gather at the beginning of the Advent season, join
us for a service of worship, reflection and hope as we

prepare our hearts for Christmas.

Sunday 29th November • 10.00am
St Mary's, Langley

☕ Refreshments on arrival
All are warmly welcome.

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.”
Isaiah 9:2
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This Month’s Duties
St Nicholas

War Memorial Mrs J Dabbs

Brass & Silver Vacant

Flowers Helen/Belinda

St Margaret’s

Mrs Judi Taylor

Church
Cleaning

Mr & Mrs
Bowman-Taylor

Parish Administrator

If you need help with dates for church weddings, christenings or any
other church services before a new Vicar is appointed, please contact
our Parish Administrator Tracey Pavan on 07516 159879 or email
lbkchurches@gmail.com and Tracey will endeavour to help

Reader Maria Watson Reader
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Flowers Beryl

Come and Have a Go 

at St Nicholas’ Church in Leeds

(One of the few churches in England with 10 bells)

Interested?

If you’re an adult or a child over 9 years old

R I NG E R S

Contact Andrew Saunders
07948 715268
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Leeds Parish Council minutes
Apologies
Apologies received from Cllr Greef 
Declaration of Interests
There were none declared
Previous Minutes
The minutes were agreed and signed
off.
Public Participation
The new editor of the Parish
magazine, Pauline Silk, introduced
herself and gave a short brief as to
how she sees the magazine
progressing under her editing ship.
She advised that she is keen to
involve as many residents of both
Leeds & Broomfield contributing and if
anyone has a interesting story to tell to
please contact her. Also looking for
volunteers to distribute the magazine
each month. 
Highways Matters
Councillors were asked to consider
the purchase and install of a sign
indicating that there is a public
footpath through the Church rather
than using the road when heading
north. The Clerk advised that these
can be purchased from the British
Legion at Aylesford.
Clerks Report
Following a recent AED aftercare
inspection it had been reported that
the heater inside the defibrillator
cabinet had been physically
disconnected.

Cllr China advised that he had spoken to
the Village Hall committee chairman to
see if he could throw any light on the
matter but none forthcoming. Clerk to
check with the inspector if plug and
socket within the defibrillator had been
reconnected at the time of the
inspection.
Chairmans Report
The chairman advised that he had
attended the Maidstone Parish
Conference and that he had been told
that the Leeds Village sign at the south
end of the village had been seen lying in
the vegetation having looked as if it had
been hit by a vehicle. He advised that he
has asked the village handyman to take
a look to see if it is repairable or not.
Financial Matters
The financial statement and payments
were approved.
Report from KCC Councillor
Cllr Linden Kemkaran attended the
meeting and advised the following: The
new proposed unitary reorganisation
has been put on hold by the
Government and that she had written to
the minister in charge on three separate
occasions seeking clarification and that
KCC had now lodged a complaint with
the court.
A meeting had been held regards fly and
waste tipping with all parties involved,
this has resulted in a clear policy as to
how the problem is best resolved and
that she expects positive results to come
from it.
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A simular meeting held with the local
water companies to achieve a clear
plan going forward. Again Cllr
Kemkaren felt this would lead to
positive actions being taken in the
future.
She is also looking into rural broadband
and the need to improve special needs.
Report from MBC Councillor
Cllr Gill Fort advised that a motion to
look at numbers for the local plan had
been put forward and that she was very
concerned as to the amount of land
around the village has been highlighted
for possible development.
Parish Maintenance
The Village Christmas Tree and
associated lights were discussed and it
was agreed that the Clerk to arrange
for a street light company to provide a
cost to replace the lights.
Cllr. China advised that having spoken
to the chair of the Village Hall
committee he had been told that they
had voted against positioning the two
silhouettes outside of the hall. After
discussion councillors agreed that they
would go on the grass verge adjacent
the Leeds Village sign opposite the
entrance to Forge Lane. Cllr China to
arrange with the Village handy man. 
Leeds Playground, Playing
Field,Tennis Courts & Pavilion.
The repairs highlighted by Safeplay in
the children's play area have been
completed as has the repair to the
table& chair unit adjacent the tennis
courts.

Clerk to seek two further quotes for the
replacement water heater in the
Pavilion.It has been reported that
several of the timber bollards between
the car park and the field are showing
signs of rot, price required to have
them renewed and painted. 
Street Lighting
No reports of lights not working but
please if a light near you deemed faulty
please report it to the Clerk providing
the number stamped on the support
pole. Now that the nights are starting to
draw in we need all the street lights
working.
Parish Council Events
The leader of the village events team
has provided a budget for the 2027/28
events along with 2026 expenditure.
The team intend to increase fundraising
next year and explore grant funding
opportunities, working with the Parish
Council and Playing Fields Charity
particularly towards the cost of the
summer event.
The team has also raised the possibility
of purchasing a storage container for
events equipment. Councillors were
generally in agreement but indication of
costs required and location to be
agreed.
Date of next meeting
The next PC meeting will be held in the
Village Hall on Tuesday 10th
November at 7pm.
If you have a complaint or indeed a
compliment please do come along and
join in during Public Participation.
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November always feels like a month of
transformation at Leeds Castle.
Autumn is still very much with us at the
beginning of the month, with the last of
the colour across the parkland and
gardens, but behind the scenes the
Estate is rapidly preparing for some of
the busiest weeks of our year.

We begin the month with the final days
of our Horrible Histories Halloween
adventure, which has brought plenty of
ghosts, gruesome stories and rather
questionable medieval superstitions to
the Estate over Half Term. 

It also marks the end for now of
Pilgrimage of Love, our exhibition
exploring the remarkable life of Queen
Eleanor of Castile. Since opening in
March, it has been wonderful to see
visitors discovering more about a
woman whose story is so closely
connected to Leeds Castle. So far, the
Eleanor AI Avatar has answered over
41,000 visitor questions! Eleanor and
her exhibition will return in the New
Year. 

There is barely time to catch our
breath before the Fireworks
Spectacular returns on 7th and 8th
November. This year's theme is TIME,
with fireworks choreographed to music
alongside projections and lasers
transforming the Castle itself. 

Fireworks weekend is always an
extraordinary couple of days for the
Estate and there is something very
special about seeing thousands of
people gathered together on the
Castle lawns as darkness falls.

Once the final firework has
disappeared, however, an entirely
different transformation begins.

As I write this, preparations are well
underway for the Christmas Castle
Experience - Wallace & Gromit: A
Cracking Christmas Caper. From 21
November, visitors will be recruited to
Wallace and Gromit's Anti-Theft-O
Security team to help investigate the
mysterious disappearance of the
Leeds Castle Diamond. 

The adventure will take visitors
through the Castle, encountering some
familiar faces along the way, including
Feathers McGraw, Shaun the Sheep
and a few other suspicious characters.
Creating Christmas at Leeds Castle is
always a huge undertaking and much
of the work happens when visitors
have gone home. Rooms are
transformed, decorations installed and
countless finishing touches added
before the doors open. After many
months of planning, it is enormously
exciting to finally see it all beginning to
come together.

Christmas Lights also returns from 20
November, transforming the wider
Estate after dark with illuminated
installations, the Fire Garden,
Christmas Cathedral and the
spectacular fountain show. Father
Christmas will also be back from 21
November, so by the end of the month
there will be very little doubt that
Christmas has arrived at Leeds Castle.
Before then, I hope you have the
opportunity to enjoy the final weeks of
autumn across the Estate. November
may bring darker evenings and colder
days, but there is certainly plenty
happening behind the gates.

With best wishes

Helen Bonser-Wilton
Chief Executive
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Meet the Villager: Derek Hadlow
A lifetime in Broomfield

At 83, Derek Hadlow has a lifetime
of memories to share about
Broomfield. Born here in 1943, he
has witnessed enormous changes
over the years. Having served as
verger at St Margaret’s Church
since 1971, Derek has dedicated 55
years to caring for this special part
of the community.

Growing Up in Broomfield
Derek was born at No. 2 Upper
Street and christened at St
Margaret’s Church, just across the
road. Life was very different then,
with no indoor toilet and baths taken
in a tin bath!

He remembers a happy childhood
playing cricket and football in the
road with friends and racing around
in homemade soapbox carts. There
was so little traffic that he recalls
seeing just two cars in a week! He
also remembers walking to school
and crossing a bridge near
Broomfield that was demolished
around the 1950s.

Memories of Leeds Castle
Derek worked in farming and
gardening, following in his
father’s footsteps. His father
worked at Church Farm before
becoming a gardener, and
Derek also spent time working
at Leeds Castle.

He fondly remembers Lady
Baillie as a good employer who
looked after her staff. She loved
birds and gardening, and the
castle had 14 greenhouses
where peaches and flowers
were grown. One Christmas,
they even had to adapt an
enormous Christmas tree to
make it fit inside the Castle!
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Would you like to be featured in ‘Meet the Villager’?
 I’d love to hear your story. 

Contact me at pauline.silk@hotmail.co.uk or 07917 105460.

Thank you, Derek, for sharing your memories and helping us
discover more about the history of Broomfield.

Devoted to St Margaret’s
Church
In 1971, Derek became verger
because he felt the village church
needed someone to care for it.
The churchyard was badly
overgrown, with grass reaching
the height of the gravestones.

Since then, Derek has helped
prepare for services, weddings
and funerals, cared for the
churchyard, rung the bells and
created beautiful floral displays.
He remains proud of the church
and its traditions, despite the
changes in village life.

Family and Village History
Derek shared some wonderful old
photographs of his family and
villagers gathered on the church
green. Several generations of his
family have lived locally, making
Broomfield part of his story
throughout his life.

He also devoted more than 40
years to caring for his sister after
she became paralysed. Today, he
still enjoys gardening and has
kept old church magazines and
photographs that offer a
fascinating glimpse into the
village’s past.

With 55 years of service to St Margaret’s Church and a lifetime
of memories, Derek is a wonderful link to Broomfield’s history. 



YOUR ULTIMATE SPA ESCAPE
Celebrate our new look with a relaxing spa day.

YOUR DAY INCLUDES
• 2 hours’ use of the pool, sauna and steam room

• Your choice of one 30-minute treatment:
  Caudalie Hydration Facial with hand or scalp massage; Back, Neck &

Shoulder Massage; Indian Head Massage; or Reflexology
• Afternoon tea with sandwiches, cakes, tea or coffee

UPGRADE YOUR EXPERIENCE
• £10: 45-minute Escape Trio Massage: back, Indian head and foot massage
• £20: 60-minute Age-Defying Facial: skin analysis, pore steaming and anti-

ageing treatment
• £20: 60-minute Full Body Massage

FROM £98 PER PERSON
Spaces are limited. Call now to book. Subject to availability and selected

dates. Upgrades charged per person.

We look forward to seeing you at The Health Hub.

Contact us : 01622 427580

The Health Hub
Ledian Gardens, Upper St, Leeds, ME17 1RZ
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C A R P E T S 
SUPPLY & FITTING SERVICE WITH HOME SELECTION 

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

ALAN POULTON
TEL 01622 843019

BOB PAINTBRUSH 
Internal Painting

Wallpapering
General Repairs 
07892 713900

bobpaintbrush@icloud.com 
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That should mean a hard ‘no’ for the
8,400 houses proposed for Highsted
Park near Sittingbourne. 

But the change of Prime Minister means
a change of Secretaries of State – and
that decision will now be made by the
current Housing Secretary, Angela
Rayner, in November. I am working with
local councillors and campaigners to
persuade her to refuse the application.

Thank you to everyone who has
supported my campaign to get the
Government to think again about the
volume of houses being imposed on
rural Kent. I know we need more
homes, but it simply doesn't make
sense to build 20,000 more houses on
greenfield sites meanwhile brownfield
sites in London and other towns are left
undeveloped. 

If you agree with me, please give me
your backing by signing my Halt the
Houses petition at
www.HaltTheHouses.com. 

Best wishes
 
Helen
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Update from Helen Whately MP

Helen Whately MP taking her 7,000
strong ‘Stop the Sprawl’ petition to
Downing Street for the direct attention
of the Prime Minister. She is now
applying for a debate in Parliament to
keep the pressure on Ministers to
reduce our housing numbers.

This summer, Kent was officially
classified as being in drought.  We've
had a hosepipe ban virtually all year
round and multiple major water outages.
Water is being tankered along narrow
country lanes just to keep our taps
flowing. 

The fact is, we don't have enough water
to supply the current population of this
area, let alone thousands more houses.
There are 20,000 new houses proposed
for Faversham and Mid Kent alone.

Don't just take my word for it. South
East Water has said publicly there's not
enough water for development planned
in neighbouring areas like Tonbridge
and Malling. I'm waiting for their
judgement on the houses planned for
Maidstone and Swale. 

There is a new Kent reservoir coming
but it won’t be operational until the mid-
2030s at the earliest. 

In the summer, the housing secretary at
the time (Steve Reed MP) told BBC
South East that new homes “will not be
built” if the infrastructure to provide
them with water is not in place.
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Are you concerned about the
number of large HGVs using
Broomfield Road and the
congestion and potential dangers
they pose to residents, motorists
and other road users?

The Parish Council continues to
raise concerns about HGVs using
Broomfield Road, but we need
your help to build a clearer
picture of the problem.

We are looking for local
volunteers to join a Lorry Watch
initiative.

Lorry Watch is a way for
residents to help monitor and
record HGV movements,
particularly where large vehicles
are using unsuitable routes or
causing difficulties on narrow
roads. By collecting information
such as dates, times, vehicle
details and photographs where
safe and appropriate, we can
build up evidence to support our
concerns and help make the
case for action.
How can you help?
Record HGVs travelling along
Broomfield Road.
Note dates, times and any
difficulties caused.

Take photographs only when it is
safe to do so.
Help us build evidence to present
to Kent County Council Highways
and the relevant companies.

You don't need to commit lots of
time, even a small contribution
can make a difference. We are
simply asking residents who
share these concerns to work
together to help us establish the
scale of the problem.

The Parish Council cannot
introduce road restrictions itself,
but a stronger body of evidence
may help us press for a
meaningful action from KCC.

Would you be willing to help?

If you are concerned about HGVs
using Broomfield Road and would
like to volunteer for Lorry Watch,
please email Hayley Parish Clerk
at parishclerk@bandkpc.uk 

Together, we can make our
concerns count and work towards
safer roads for everyone.

HELP US MAKE BROOMFIELD
ROAD SAFER – LORRY
WATCH VOLUNTEERS

NEEDED!



 

Volunteers Wanted!

Join our friendly Village Hall committee and help keep this
 community space thriving.

What's involved?
• One-hour meeting every two months

• Help with running the hall
• Occasional fundraising (as much or as little as suits you)

No experience needed — just a little of your time.

Get in touch:
Jane

☎ 01622 863481
✉ leedsvh@gmail.com

"A little time can make a big difference to our village."

Leeds Village Hall Needs You!
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Event
School: New admission 2027 tour- 1.30pm  (see page 19)

20th School: New admission 2027 tour-- 2pm  (see page 19)
School: New admission 2027 tour-- 1.30pm (see page 19)
Castle Churches Advent Service - St Mary’s Church, Langley 10am

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the opinions of the Editor or
Publisher. Whilst every care is taken to present the articles with an innocent opinion, the
Editor and Publisher take no responsibility for any effects the articles or advertising
features may cause.
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Date
4th
6th

12th Leeds W.I. Meet: Village Hall - 7.30pm
10th Parish Council Meeting: Village Hall - 7pm

18th Craft & Natter: Village Hall - 11am

School Remembrance Assembly - 9am St Nicholas Church (Page 21)
7th
8th

Fireworks Display - Leeds Castle - 5.30pm
Fireworks Display - Leeds Castle - 5.30pm

8th Remembrance Service - St Margaret’s Church, Broomfield - 3.30pm

12th Comedy Night - Potting Shed

29th
24th



Useful contact numbers

Website : www.leedskent.org.uk

25

THIS MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED BY THE LEEDS AND BROOMFIELD
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL © Magazine Copyright Leeds & Broomfield

PCC 2026

Parish Administrator
Curate
Churchwarden - Leeds & Broomfield
 
Verger - Broomfield
Borough Councillor
County Councillor - Leeds
County Councillor - Broomfield
Craft & Natter
Cricket Club - Secretary
Friends of Leeds & Broomfield Churches
Leeds Allotments
Leeds Amateur Dramatic Group
Leeds Playing Field
Leeds/Broomfield Bellringers
Leeds W.I.
Loose Lions Football Club
Magazine Editor & Advertising
Magazine Distribution
Memorial Hall - Chairman
Memorial Hall - Bookings
Parish Council Chair - Leeds
Parish Council Chair - B & K
Parish Clerk - Leeds
Parish Clerk - Broomfield & Kingswood
Primary School
Roman Catholic Priest
Scout Group
Sutton Valence Gardeners' Assoc.
The George Inn

Tracey Pavan
Rev. Peter Roberts
Christine Oakland
churchwardenlbkchurches@gmail.com
Derek Hadlow
Gill Fort
Gary Cooke
Shellina Prendergast
Jane Newsome
Sarah O'Connell
Pauline Royer
Strutt and Parker
Danny Silk
Sherrie Babington
Andrew Saunders
Lois Hurst
Jody
Pauline Silk
Pauline Silk
Steve Bond
Jane Steele
Bob China
Tina Clark
Sherrie Babington
Hayley Roberts
Fiona Steer
Fr. Peter Growney
Alan Poulton
Ross Vaughan
Debbie & Jason

07516 159879
07771 937648
07925 500756

01622 861955
07798 668821
01622 694480
07970 461160
07508 559558
01622 880340
07711 830436
01227 473741
07527 470679
01634 863719
07948 715268
01622 861601
07835 929191
07917 105460
07917 105460
07472 760460
01622 863481
07971 861460
01622 880929
01634 867173
01622 474190
01622 861398
01622 752637
01622 843019
01622 693837
01622 861314



theWI
INSPIRING WOMEN

It’s not what you think!

We are a small, perfectly-formed, friendly group of local women, who

meet in Leeds Village Hall on the second Thursday of the month.

Yes, we do eat cake. Yes we do drink tea.

But we also laugh a lot, learn a lot and go out a lot.

Meeting Coming up:

Thursday 12  November 2026th

All welcome. Non-members: £5.00

7.30pm. Leeds Village Hall

Join our FacebookPage @LeedsWI

Email us at:

leedsvillagewi@gmail.com

Or call Lois Hurst on 01622 861601

LEEDS CRAFT AND NATTER GROUP

WEDNESDAY 18  NOVEMBER 2026TH

LEEDS VILLAGE HALL 11AM-1PM

A hot drink and biscuits will be provided

Cost £3.50 to cover costs

For more details please contact

Jane Newsome 07508 559558

Crafts &
Laughs

BRING YOUR PROJECTS & JOIN US
EVERY SUNDAY AT 10AM!

CRAFTING,COFFEE, CAKE &
COMMUNITY

See you there!
LEDIAN GARDENS, UPPER ST. LEEDS. ME17 1RZ
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YOUR HEALTHY FEET 
Foot Health Practitioners 
Mobile Foot Health Professional
Service in the comfort of your own
home 

TREATMENTS 

 
www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 

Available at competitive rates for 

WEDDINGS – PARTIES –
MEETINGS 

Max Capacity 120 
Telephone :01622 863481

www.leedsvillagehall-kent.co.uk 
�  
�  
�  
�  

�  
�  
�  

 
Mobile 07500 041535 
sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 

Corns & calluses
Hard skin 
Cracked heels
Diabetic/High RiskFoot
Care 
Ingrown toe nails
Thickened fungal nails
Toe nail cutting and care
Verrucas

LEEDS VILLAGE HALL 

Prices 
£42

Over 65
£37  

07759 274176 

Facebook.com/gemhairdesigns 

Gemma Wallace 
Friendly Professional hairdresser

Level 3 Qualified 
15 years top Salon Experience

Fully Insured

http://www.leedsvillagehall-kent.co.uk/
http://www.leedsvillagehall-kent.co.uk/
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ICS Member - Fully Insured
Chimney Sweep

01622 880958/07895 645318

J.J. AULT
N.C.H.,S.C.C.,Arb.

Tree Surgeon
For Professional

Arboricultural Services
jeremyault@btinternet.com

Climbing to the top since 1978

PROUD TO BE
SERVING THE
COMMUNITY
SINCE 1965

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral
Directors, serving the local community with
compassion and the highest standards of

service and professionalism.
With our 24-hour emergency service,
we are only a telephone call away.

At the earliest stage possible, you will speak
directly with one of our experienced Funeral

Directors, who will be there to help, support and
guide you through the whole of the funeral process.

01622 850840
 Email-enquiries@awcourt.com

Website-www.awcourt.com

A.W. Court is a Trading Division of West & Coe Limited, 602
Rindum Road South, Dagenham,, Jssex RM10 8YP.

Warford Computers

Computer Problems?
Any computer related issues

Contact Dean on
07722 293187

info@warford-computers.co.uk

NO FIX NO FEE NO CALL
OUT CHARGE

£40 PER HOUR

Helen
Whately MP

Member of Parliament for Faversham and Mid Kent 

I work for you. If you
have a problem you
think I can help you
with, please
contact me. Scan to sign up

to my
newsletter

House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA
0207 7219 6472 helenwhately.org.uk

Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, Maidstone, Kent ME17 2AP.

Golden Charter 🕊️

Telephone: 01622 858002

helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk

Technology made easy

PeterWalsh

@CGL
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SUNPATCH FARM,HEADCORN RD, 
SMARDEN,TN27 8PJ 

Open: Mon-Fri 8:30am – 5:30pm, 
Sat 8:30am–1pm 

SALES ~ SERVICE ~REPAIRS ~ PARTS
Push Mowers, Ride on Mowers,

Brush Cutters, Water Pumps, Hedge
Trimmers and much more 

 
MOWER PLANT SERVICES 

LTD.
www.mowerplantservices.co.uk

Tel: 01622 890046 

 

Call us today on 
01622 842445 

Wents Service Station
(On the Lenham Rd out of Kingswood)
Ulcombe Hill, Ulcombe,
Maidstone, ME17 1DJ

WHY PAY MAIN DEALER PRICES? 
Servicing & MOT for all makes & models of 

cars/vans (up to 3500kg) 
Air-conditioning serviced & regassed

Tyres, Exhausts, Clutches, Tracking, 
Cambelts 

Under the new EU Directive you do 
not have to have your new vehicle
maintained at a main dealership – 

you still keep your warranty 
Loan car available while your vehicle is

being repaired or serviced

Computer Problems? Need an upgrade
or a new machine? 
Just want some extra tuition? 
For local, friendly, experienced help, 
call Mike Cuerden on 01622 859442

or 07963020092 

Harrietsham 
Computers

No call out fee,
reasonable rates
Private &
Commercial work 

YOUR ADVERT
COULD BE HERE!

Promote your
business in our

Village
magazine

Call 
07917 105460 



 




	Leeds &
	November 2026

	Broomfield
	CHURCH & VILLAGE NEWS
	LEST WE FORGET
	Advent Service
	Remembrance Day School Assembly
	St Nicholas Church
	Leeds - 9am
	Friday 6th November
	All Welcome
	Church Services
	Community Events
	Leeds Castle News
	Parish Council Updates
	Meet the Villager
	MP Updates
	Villages
	Remembrance
	Community
	Events
	Worship




	From the Editor
	MAGAZINE MATERIAL

	YOUR MAGAZINE, YOUR SAY!
	November has always seemed to me a month that encourages us to slow down.The bright colours of autumn begin to fade, the evenings draw in, and many of the trees stand quietly, letting their leaves fall. Walking through the countryside at this time of year, it is hard not to notice the change. What was full and vibrant only a few weeks ago now appears bare and vulnerable.
	Yet the trees are not dying. They are preparing.By letting go of their leaves, they conserve their strength for the winter months ahead. Beneath the surface, life continues unseen. The promise of spring is already there, hidden from view.I wonder if there is a lesson for us in that.
	All of us carry things that become burdens: worries about those we love, disappointments we cannot change, old hurts that are difficult to forgive, or regrets that still linger. We hold on to them because they feel familiar, even when they weigh us down.
	Jesus often invited people to do something different. He encouraged them to place their trust in God and to bring their burdens to him. Sometimes faith is not about doing more; sometimes it is about learning to let go. Letting go of anxiety. Letting go of resentment. Letting go of the need to control everything ourselves.
	November is also a month of remembrance. On Remembrance Sunday, we honour those who gave so much in the service of others.
	Many of us will also think of family members and friends we have loved and lost. Their absence can still be keenly felt, especially as the year draws towards its end.
	Yet remembrance is not simply about looking backwards. It is also about gratitude. We give thanks for lives that touched ours, for sacrifices made on our behalf, and for love that continues to shape us even when someone is no longer physically present.
	For Christians, remembrance is always accompanied by hope. We believe that God remains faithful through every season of life. Just as winter is not the end of the tree's story, difficult times are not the end of ours.
	Perhaps this November we can take a little time to pause, to be thankful, and to release something that has become a burden. We can trust that even when we cannot see what lies ahead, God is still at work.
	The trees, quietly shedding their leaves, remind us of a simple truth: letting go is not always a sign of loss. Sometimes it is an act of faith.
	"To everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven." (Ecclesiastes 3:1)
	May this November bring each of us peace, comfort and hope.
	Kind regards,
	Peter Callway, Area Dean
	God's Story of Hope - Castle Churches Advent Service
	Sunday 29th November • 10.00am
	St Mary's, Langley
	☕ Refreshments on arrival
	All are warmly welcome.
	This Month’s Duties
	St Margaret’s
	St Nicholas
	Parish Administrator
	If you need help with dates for church weddings, christenings or any other church services before a new Vicar is appointed, please contact our Parish Administrator Tracey Pavan on 07516 159879 or email lbkchurches@gmail.com and Tracey will endeavour to help



	RINGERS
	Come and Have a Go
	at St Nicholas’ Church in Leeds
	(One of the few churches in England with 10 bells)
	Interested?
	If you’re an adult or a child over 9 years old
	Contact Andrew Saunders
	07948 715268

	Leeds Parish Council minutes
	Declaration of Interests
	Previous Minutes
	Public Participation
	Highways Matters
	Clerks Report
	Chairmans Report
	Financial Matters
	Report from KCC Councillor

	Parish Maintenance
	Leeds Playground, Playing Field,Tennis Courts & Pavilion.
	Street Lighting
	Parish Council Events
	Date of next meeting
	November always feels like a month of transformation at Leeds Castle. Autumn is still very much with us at the beginning of the month, with the last of the colour across the parkland and gardens, but behind the scenes the Estate is rapidly preparing for some of the busiest weeks of our year.
	We begin the month with the final days of our Horrible Histories Halloween adventure, which has brought plenty of ghosts, gruesome stories and rather questionable medieval superstitions to the Estate over Half Term.
	It also marks the end for now of Pilgrimage of Love, our exhibition exploring the remarkable life of Queen Eleanor of Castile. Since opening in March, it has been wonderful to see visitors discovering more about a woman whose story is so closely connected to Leeds Castle. So far, the Eleanor AI Avatar has answered over 41,000 visitor questions! Eleanor and her exhibition will return in the New Year.
	There is barely time to catch our breath before the Fireworks Spectacular returns on 7th and 8th November. This year's theme is TIME, with fireworks choreographed to music alongside projections and lasers transforming the Castle itself.
	Fireworks weekend is always an extraordinary couple of days for the Estate and there is something very special about seeing thousands of people gathered together on the Castle lawns as darkness falls.
	Once the final firework has disappeared, however, an entirely different transformation begins.
	As I write this, preparations are well underway for the Christmas Castle Experience - Wallace & Gromit: A Cracking Christmas Caper. From 21 November, visitors will be recruited to Wallace and Gromit's Anti-Theft-O Security team to help investigate the mysterious disappearance of the Leeds Castle Diamond.
	The adventure will take visitors through the Castle, encountering some familiar faces along the way, including Feathers McGraw, Shaun the Sheep and a few other suspicious characters.
	Creating Christmas at Leeds Castle is always a huge undertaking and much of the work happens when visitors have gone home. Rooms are transformed, decorations installed and countless finishing touches added before the doors open. After many months of planning, it is enormously exciting to finally see it all beginning to come together.
	Christmas Lights also returns from 20 November, transforming the wider Estate after dark with illuminated installations, the Fire Garden, Christmas Cathedral and the spectacular fountain show. Father Christmas will also be back from 21 November, so by the end of the month there will be very little doubt that Christmas has arrived at Leeds Castle.
	Before then, I hope you have the opportunity to enjoy the final weeks of autumn across the Estate. November may bring darker evenings and colder days, but there is certainly plenty happening behind the gates.
	With best wishes
	Helen Bonser-Wilton
	Chief Executive
	Meet the Villager: Derek Hadlow
	A lifetime in Broomfield
	Growing Up in Broomfield
	Memories of Leeds Castle
	ALAN POULTON
	TEL 01622 843019

	BOB PAINTBRUSH
	Internal Painting Wallpapering General Repairs


	07892 713900
	bobpaintbrush@icloud.com
	C A R P E T S

	Update from Helen Whately MP
	HELP US MAKE BROOMFIELD ROAD SAFER – LORRY WATCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
	Useful contact numbers
	Website : www.leedskent.org.uk

	theWI
	INSPIRING WOMEN
	It’s not what you think!
	LEEDS CRAFT AND NATTER GROUP
	WEDNESDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 2026
	LEEDS VILLAGE HALL 11AM-1PM


	Crafts & Laughs
	See you there!
	ICS Member - Fully Insured
	Chimney Sweep
	01622 880958/07895 645318
	01622 850840
	Warford Computers


	Computer Problems?
	Contact Dean on
	07722 293187
	NO FIX NO FEE NO CALL
	OUT CHARGE

	£40 PER HOUR


	Helen
	Whately MP
	I work for you. If you have a problem you think I can help you with, please
	contact me.
	helenwhately.org.uk
	YOUR ADVERT
	COULD BE HERE!

	Promote your business in our Village magazine
	Call
	07917 105460
	SUNPATCH FARM,HEADCORN RD,
	SMARDEN,TN27 8PJ
	Call us today on
	01622 842445


	Harrietsham
	Computers

